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Carp and tilapia are dominant species in freshwater fish culture in many Asian countries. Ma-
jority of carps and tilapias are produced by utilizing natural foods resulting from proper pond
fertilization, often supplemented by artificial feeds to enhance fish yield and raise fish to a larger
size than is possible with natural foods. Artificial feeds range from farm products such as grass
and rice bran to farm-made, formulated feeds and commercial feeds. The choice of artificial
feeds depends mainly on the cost and availability of resources to small-scale farmers.

This abstract is excerpted from the original paper, which was in: I[IRR, IDRC, FAO, NACA,
and ICLARM, Utilizing Different Aquatic Resources for Livelihoods in Asia: A Resource Book.
International Institute of Rural Reconstruction, International Development Research Center,
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, Network of Aquaculture Centers
in Asia-Pacific, and International Center for Living Aquatic Resources and Management, pp.
263-268. (2001)
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